29th January 2021

Dear Parent/Carer/Student,
Firstly, I would like to thank you for your very posiAve and producAve engagement in Wednesday’s
Year 11 virtual meeAng. The open dialogue in the Q&A session and excellent feedback received has
shown how well the meeAng helped to clarify the current posiAon in Wales with regards to
assessment and the awarding of G.C.S.E. grades this summer. Further virtual meeAngs will be
scheduled to inform and support as we move forward, but unAl then, here are the few known
certainAes:
•

No formal examinaAons this summer

•

W.J.E.C. subject speciﬁcaAons have been amended- content reduced

•

G.C.S.E. qualiﬁcaAons will be awarded through Centre-Determined Grades

In Brief:
All schools are awaiAng further, more speciﬁc guidance via an Assessment Framework, which we
understand will be with us in a few weeks’ Ame. In response to the Assessment Framework, all
schools/centres will then produce their own Assessment Plan. Schools/teachers will decide on and
gather a range of evidence (which will be quality assured internally, i.e. within the school) to
determine the ﬁnal grade awarded. It is vitally important that students/parents/carers understand
that these ﬁnal grades are not derived from any previous predicted grade, or grades that may have
appeared on interim or formal reports in the past, but rather the ﬁnal grade awarded measures the
STANDARD OF WORK completed for the parAcular qualiﬁcaAon studied.
All schools will recognise student performance throughout the Ame spent studying the qualiﬁcaAon.
At Cyfarthfa, we are constantly striving to ensure all students engage in their online learning. In this
way, students can conAnue to demonstrate progress/achievement and move on to the next steps in
their chosen path with conﬁdence and certainty.
In addiAon to the fantasAc support on hand at Cyfarthfa, students may also beneﬁt from the Welsh
Government Covid catch up a]er school live Teams sessions (e-sgol). The sessions will be on topics
from various subjects and will run over a period for four weeks, starAng on March 1st.
We will, as always, conAnue to communicate all updates at every earliest opportunity throughout
this process. In the meanAme, please conAnue to ensure your child engages in lessons and
completes all work to their highest standard.

In the interests of student wellbeing, we have once again requested that The College do not
pressurise students into submi_ng ‘predicted’ grades and would advise students to leave this part of
all applicaAons blank.
The College has informed us that they will conAnue have a range of scholarships and bursaries on
oﬀer for this September. In summary, they are:
a. Welsh Valleys Engineering Partnership and Panasonic Trust Future Engineers Award –£2000. This
is open to all learners who wish to progress into a career in engineering and are picking subjects at
the college to support this e.g. BTEC Engineering or A level Maths, Physics and Chemistry etc. The
deadline for applicaAon for this bursary has been delayed, they are looking at se_ng it at two weeks
from the date that students return to school. Mr. J Davies, our Head of Technology, will have all of
the informaAon on this and usually works with the students to help them with their applicaAons.
b.

Academic Excellence £1000 – open to any students achieving 7 grades A*-A at GCSE

c.

VocaAonal Excellence £500– nominated by the school at the end of the academic year

d.

SporAng Excellence £500– nominated by the school at the end of the academic year

a.
InspiraAonal Learner of the Year £500– nominated by the school at the end of the academic
year
Following the First Minister’s Announcement today, Friday, 29th January, the NaAonal Lockdown in
Wales will last for a further three weeks at least. In EducaAon, we are anAcipaAng a ‘phased and
ﬂexible’ return to school for pupils, starAng a]er Half Term with the very youngest pupils in primary
schools ﬁrst. We understand that more details on the plans for secondary schools will follow in due
course, giving at least two weeks’ noAce of this. Details will hopefully be conﬁrmed next week.
The date for G.C.S.E. results this year is Friday August 27th. With our strong history of conAnuous
partnership, coupled with a real sense of opAmism and determinaAon from every student to give of
his/her very best, I am conﬁdent that we can once again look forward to a very strong set of
validated results this summer.
Once again, thank you for your conAnued support of your child and our school; please do not
hesitate to contact us for any help, advice, guidance or support you may need in the weeks ahead.
With every good wish, stay safe,
Yours faithfully,

Mr. R. Francis
Head teacher

